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March 12, 2020 
 
Dear Friends and Members of CPC, 
 
With the rising concern over the coronavirus (COVID-19), the Session felt it would be important to reach 
out to you with a note of information and encouragement. I also want to address the issue of cancellations 
with respect to our Lord’s Day worship. 
 
First, some information. We want you to know that we are taking every reasonable step to protect the 
health of our congregation. We will be monitoring the overall situation regarding this virus and will adapt as 
necessary. This may include the manner in how to serve communion, our nursery practices, and canceling 
non-essential church activities. Currently all activities are on regular schedule, but we will notify you if 
anything changes. All of this is done out of an abundance of caution in an effort to love our neighbor and 
care well for you. 
 
We encourage everyone to monitor their own health. If you are sick, please do not come to church. If 
anyone in your house is sick, please do not come to church. If you have symptoms of illness, please do 
not come to church. Your health and personal hygiene not only impact you but also the whole church family. 
From the reports we have heard, this virus can be particularly harmful to the elderly or those with 
compromised immune systems. We love our neighbor by not subjecting the vulnerable to harm. If you are 
self-quarantined for a period of time, we encourage you to listen to the sermon online (we are also looking 
into ways to stream the service online). The elders (teaching and ruling) and deacons are happy to visit 
any who are prevented from or uncomfortable with attending. We can come to share a devotion and serve 
you communion. I will include the phone numbers of the elders and deacons-elect below for you to be able 
to reach us if you are in need. 
 
Second, a note of encouragement. Precautions are good and helpful. Panic and fear are not. We serve 
a risen and reigning Savior who has conquered death and hell. There has never been a nanosecond of 
eternity in which God has lost control. Our faith in God Almighty should present itself most clearly in times 
like these. Confidence in the face of panic is a mark of a people transformed by the Gospel. Let this be true 
of us. We will be tempted to worry, anxiety, and fear. A consistent message of Scripture is the simple 
command, “Fear not.” Fear not, for “who of you by worrying can add a single hour to their life?” Pray for 
the health of those in our community. Pray for those impacted by this virus (both physically and financially). 
Have confidence in God’s providence. Wash your hands. Check on your neighbors. And trust that in the 
worst of scenarios God produces the greatest of fruit. 
 
All church activities are open to the possibility of cancellation except Sunday morning worship. Even if 
there is a full-scale epidemic (which is unlikely) we would still host corporate worship on the Sabbath. In 
fact, it is in the darkest of hours that our need for the comfort and hope of the Gospel is greatest. It is 
possible that the government may request that we prohibit our weekly worship. Governor Murphy is 
currently requesting all assemblies greater than 250 to not meet. That may change. I am thankful for the 
local, state, and national leaders. I am praying for them in this time of crisis. They bear a great responsibility 
to prioritize the health of their constituents. Civil obedience is a command for Christians (Rom. 13), and we 
are eager to honor any request the government makes which we can do faithfully. But we cannot honor the 
request to cease our weekly worship on the Lord’s Day. This might be a decision that is difficult to 
understand for some who hold a different worldview. Likely, some will view this decision as a mistake in 
judgment at best, and perhaps unloving at worst. Let me explain why we will gather for worship on Sunday. 



 
Sunday is the Lord’s Day. Through famines, wars, persecutions, and epidemics, the call to worship has 
gone forth, and God’s people have gathered to worship God in spirit and truth. We don’t cease to worship 
because life seems uncertain or instable. In fact, we worship all the more because of the audacious hope 
and peace found in God. We worship not only because it is good for those who gather, but more than that, 
we worship because God is worthy of our worship both in times of prosperity and panic. 
 
Our gathering on the Lord’s Day is good for the community. In times of crises, it is critical that the doors of 
the church are open to all who can attend. We come as a people burdened with anxiety and fear. Our 
minds are questioning what is good, true, and beautiful. Where does the community turn in these times? 
This is what the church does in times of crisis and hardship. This is why asking churches to not gather 
would be like asking hospitals to close their doors to the sick. The purpose of the church is to offer hope, 
stability, and peace in a world that often lacks those qualities. To shut our doors at a time when people are 
experiencing real suffering would be unjust and a sinful neglect.  
 
So, for the glory of God and good of all people, we will worship. But allow me to reiterate, if you or a 
family member is sick or displaying symptoms, please stay home. It is not spiritually heroic to put 
others at danger. Use common sense and wisdom, but if you are able, come and worship the Almighty 
God who created heaven and earth, who tells the storm to still, who heals the diseased, and who raises 
the dead to life. To quote the late James Boice, “To all who are weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and 
long for comfort; to all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need a Savior; to whoever will 
come…,” Covenant Presbyterian Church opens wide her doors and offers you a welcome in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
In Christ and On Behalf of the Session, 
 
Pastor Donny 
 
Pastor Donny – 973-545-6301 
Pastor Chris – 704-999-8056 
Wade Speas – 908-656-0737 
David Talcott – 812-320-7854 

Walt Morris – 732-477-1473 
Nate Fletcher – 267-588-9720 
Rene Hamilton – 917-225-1672 
Jared Smith – 609-468-7093 

 


